[Intrauterine device and pelvic tumor: two case reports of pelvic actinomycosis with pseudotumor from tropical zones].
Pelvic actinomycosis is a rare chronic disease caused by actinomycete species. The pseudotumorous form is the most common and often leads to misdiagnosis. The purpose of this report is to describe two cases of pelvic actinomycosis involving women with a history of intrauterine contraceptive device (IUD) use. Diagnosis was based on pelvic mass and the findings of surgery undertaken for suspicion of an advanced ovarian tumor with hepatic metastasis in one case and for a tumor of the right ovary in the other case. Diagnosis was confirmed by histological examination of a biopsy specimen in the first case and of the surgical specimen (right ovariectomy) in the second case. Long-term antibiotic therapy was effective in both patients. Based on these two cases and review of the literature, discussion focuses on diagnostic pitfalls, natural course, and therapeutic options for this particular infection.